The Iongneck women, well known for the brass rings they wear around
their necks, are Burmese refugees living in Thailand. They originally fled
Burma to escape the military regime, but since they arrived, Thai
authorities have kept them in three guarded villages or camps. The long-
neck women are being held in Thailand because their unique appearance
brings in revenue for the tourist industry. Tourists pay a fee to take
pictures with the women and can buy weavings, carvings and other crafts
during their visit. The money that is generated all goes to the tourist
industry in Thailand, not the women themselves. This is just one way
they are being kept in the camps. With no income of their own, they
have no means to leave. The long-neck women do benefit from the
purchase of these Thai Longneck Scarves.
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